
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
MINUTES 

Thursday, October 21, 2010 
9:15 a.m. 
City Hall 

455 N. Rexford Drive 
Conference Room 280-A 

 
ROLL CALL 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:18 a.m. 
 
Present: Pease, Meshkaty, Ginsburg, Sherman, Linder, Nazarian 
Absent:  Yousem 
 
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES 
1. Minutes of September 16, 2010 
   

MOVED by Meshkaty, SECONDED by Ginsburg to approve as presented (6/0) 
 
AYES: Pease, Meshkaty, Ginsburg, Sherman, Linder, Nazarian 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: Yousem 
ABSTAIN: None 
CARRIED 
 

ORAL COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE 
Lee Kushner addressed the Commission regarding an experience he had with the 
BHPD earlier this year.  Administrator Latta agreed to look into the matter. 

 
CONTINUED AND NEW BUSINESS 
 
Tab 2. COMMISSION REPORTS: 

HRC LIAISON 
♦ Dr. Brian Goldberg of the Beverly Hills School District addressed the Commission 

on the subject of bullying.  Goldberg stated that unlike in the past, bullying now 
takes place, not only on school grounds, but also over the internet, where it’s 
more challenging to control.  The district is working on setting up parent 
education programs and bringing in therapists to help deal with the issues.  
According to Goldberg, the district is working hard to implement the ideas it has 
devised, and would like to have uniform guidelines on how each case is handled. 

♦ Captain Ed Kreins, the Commission’s new BHPD representative, provided 
information about the Commission’s role with community complaints brought 
against the police department and its employees.  Kreins stated that most police 
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stations, by law, have a strict policy in place to internally investigate citizen 
complaints.  The Commission’s role is limited to listening to the complaint, 
informing the citizen that the complaint will reach the Police Department in a 
timely manner and providing periodic updates, limited to whether or not the 
investigation has or has not been completed.  Kreins stated he will proved the 
Commission with further details about its involvement in this process at a future 
date. 

 
ADMINISTRATOR 
1. October 11, 2010 Innovations Day 
2. Human Services referrals 
3. Candidates for the Parking Citation Forgiveness Program 
4. Homeless Registry 
5. October Beverly Hills Homeless Collaboration meeting 
6. On October 18, 2010 staff provided City Council a status report on the recent 

Community Services Audit findings  
7. Save-the-Date:  

 November 1, 2010 is the tenth anniversary of the Human Relations 
Commission. 

 City Hall closed for Veteran’s Day November 11, 2010 
 City Hall closed for November 25, 2010 for Thanksgiving 
 City Hall closed December 27-31, 2010 
 2011 Homeless Count, January 25-27, 2011 

 
CHAIR 
• Chair Nazarian provided a report on the Mayor’s Cabinet meeting. 

 
BREAK 
• Commissioners took a 5-minute break. 
 
Tab 3. HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISISON WORK PLAN FY 2010-11: 
 
Commissioners were shown an initial draft of a civility card intended to be distributed in 
City meetings and were asked their opinions on its content and design.  After 
discussion, the Commission felt that more of the Civility Statement should be included 
on the card. 
 
The Commission also formed a new ad-hoc committee to plan for its City Council 
meeting appearances, and to produce a more generic version of the Election Civility 
Statement to be continued after the election.  The Committee will be comprised of Chair 
Nazarian, Commissioner Ginsburg and Commissioner Sherman.  Commissioners 
scheduled themselves for appearances at future non-HRC Commission meetings. 
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MOVED by Meshkaty, SECONDED by Pease to remove the Commissioner names from 
back of the Civility card and use only the phone number and website. 
 
MOTION AMENDED:  MOVED by Ginsburg, SECONDED by Linder to include on the 
front of the card  the sentence fragment, “…in support of an environment where respect 
and responsible actions prevail in every aspect of our community life,”  to follow, “Join 
us as we take a stand…” and keep the Commissioners’ names on the back. 
 
AYES: Pease, Meshkaty, Ginsburg, Sherman, Linder, Nazarian 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Yousem 
ABSTAIN: None 
CARRIED 
 
Tab 4. AD HOC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INTRODUCTION OF THE ELECTION 
CIVILITY STATEMENT TO THE COMMUNITY: 
Speaking points, which are intended to be used to introduce the Civility Statement to the 
community, were formed during the October 4, 2010 ad hoc meeting.  Administrator 
Latta read the speaking points to the Commissioners for their consideration and 
feedback.  The Commission recommended alterations to the speaking points and 
motioned to approve them. 
 
MOVED by Nazarian, SECONDED by Sherman that the Commission approve the 
revised speaking points and use them as guidelines when representing the commission 
in the community. 
 
AYES: Pease, Meshkaty, Ginsburg, Sherman, Linder, Nazarian 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Yousem 
ABSTAIN: None 
CARRIED 
 
Interim Director Nancy Hunt-Coffey introduced herself to the Commission about her 
prior experience in municipal government, including having served on the Glendale 
Homeless Coalition. 
 
Tab 5. CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS MUNICIPAL ELECTION PROCESS: 
Beverly Hills City Clerk, Byron Pope, addressed the Commission about the timeline of 
the election period, and how the Election Civility Statement fits in.  Mr. Pope agreed to 
display a poster board of the Election Civility Statement in his office during the 
nomination period, so that candidates will be able to see it when visiting.  Candidates 
will receive an acknowledgement form in their Candidate Nomination handbook, stating 
that they have read the Statement.  It will be optional to sign and return it, as candidates 
cannot be prosecuted for not signing it.  Who has and hasn’t signed the form will be a 
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part of public record. 
 
An advertisement for the Statement will be sent out a week before the sample ballots 
are mailed to residents in February of 2011, and another will be sent one week before 
the March 8, 2011 election. 
 
The Commission asked Mr. Pope what type of behavior would cross the line from civility 
to incivility.  Mr. Pope said a physical altercation would constitute crossing that line.  But 
writing and speech, so long as not being slanderous, libelous or defaming of character, 
would not be considered “uncivil” behavior. 
 
Tab 6. GREAT CALIFORNIA SHAKEOUT DRILL ON OCTOBER 21, 2010, 10:21 AM: 
Administrator Latta reminded the Commission about their roles and responsibilities in a 
disaster. In addition, he reviewed the Shakeout Drill scheduled to take place during the 
meeting.  At 10:21 am during the meeting, all Commissioners and staff members 
participated by taking cover under their desks for the allotted time. 
 
Tab 7. ROXBURY COMMUNITY CENTER UPDATE: 
Due to time constraints, the Commission agreed to postpone this agenda item to the 
November meeting. 
 
Tab 8. CALENDAR FOR FUTURE COMMISSION MEETING DATES: 
The Commission was provided with upcoming meeting dates.  Staff recorded planned 
absences, if any, on the calendar. 
 
COMMENTS BY COMMISSIONERS INCLUDING TOPICS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS 
The Commission is interested in having some of the past HRC members come back for 
the November meeting or the November 16, 2010 Council meeting. 
 
GOOD AND WELFARE 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
MOVED by Meshkaty, SECONDED by Ginsburg to adjourn meeting at 12:05 p.m.  (6/0) 
 
AYES: Pease, Meshkaty, Ginsburg, Sherman, Linder, Nazarian 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Yousem 
ABSTAIN:   None 
CARRIED 
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PASSED, Approved and Adopted 
 
This _______ day of _______, 2010 
 
 
___________________________ 
Nazarian, Chairperson 
 


